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Modest Mouse to bring unique, exciting, unpredictable show to Artpark
BY THOM JENNINGS
Special to Niagara Frontier Publications

Modest Mouse will bring their 
unique indie rock sound to Art-
park’s Amphitheater on Friday, 
May 27. Formed in the small 
town of Issaquah, Washington, in 
1992, Modest Mouse spent their 
fi rst decade together releasing 
critically acclaimed records be-
fore achieving mainstream suc-
cess with the 2004 release “Good 
News for People Who Love Bad 
News” and the single “Float On.”

The band’s sound and lineup 
has evolved over the years, and 
Modest Mouse is popular on the 
festival circuit. The group’s de 
facto leader is singer/songwriter 
Isaac Brock. 

This year marks the group’s 
30-year anniversary, and when 
asked about the group’s longev-
ity, Brock said, “Let’s be honest, 
The Beatles had a seven-year ca-
reer, and I have gone eight years 
without a record. I wish I had 
never said that (laughs). It’s been 
very liquid; it all kind of blurs to-
gether.”

The group’s latest release, 
“The Golden Casket,” came out 
last year, and like many of the 
group’s work, it combines unique 
instrumentation with lyrics that 
delve into a variety of topics. As 
the group’s lyricist, Brock’s views 
are complex and often subject to 
interpretation.

“I’m not sure where I stand with 
things in the universe,” Brock 
said. “There are a lot of things we 
can’t see, but I am not sure if it’s 
God. One of my favorite questions 

is what do fi sh know about water? 
That is where I stand. Everyone 
is chasing answers.”

One of the topics addressed in 
the new album is fatherhood, es-
pecially on the song “Lace Your 
Shoes.” With a heavy touring 
schedule in 2022, Brock will be 
away from his kids, something he 
thinks about often.

“Fatherhood hasn’t changed my 
touring schedule, but it has made 
me more responsible,” he said. “I 
used to be pretty loose. Touring is 
a given; I look at the schedule and 
think about the time away from 
my kids. Can’t bring my kids on 
the road – that would be a ter-
rible idea. I got spoiled during the 
lockdown, because I was able to 
spend all that time with my kids.”

Modest Mouse began as a two-
piece band, adding a third mem-
ber early on in the band’s career. 
These days, Brock brings along a 
larger ensemble.

“There are six people, which is 
the minimum we need to accom-
plish what we need,” he said. “As 
each record has progressed, they 
have become more complicated, 
so we need people to do more 
things. I’m very fortunate to play 
with people who are good at so 
many instruments. Otherwise we 
wouldn’t be able to do it.”

In addition, each night the band 
presents a unique show that is ex-
citing and unpredictable, and as 
Brock put it, “That’s always the 
plan, and I think we are getting 
better at it.”

Like many peo-
ple, Brock has a 
story about the 
fi rst time he vis-
ited Niagara Falls, 
but in his case it is 
not a good memo-
ry.

On June 22, 
2004, Brock was in 
town with his side 
project, Ugly Ca-
sanova, perform-
ing at Nietzche’s. 
The following day, 
Brock decided to 
take a trip to Ni-
agara Falls and, af-
ter spending time 
on the American 

side, Brock and his companions 
decided to cross the border into 
Canada.

“We go to the fudge shop, and 
I don’t even like fudge,” he ex-
plained. “When we came back 
over, they asked me if we bought 
anything, and the way I said 

fudge sounded like I said some-
thing else that was disrespect-
ful. So, they had us pull over 

and then the local police showed 
up, because I had an outstanding 
warrant.”

It turned out Brock had an un-
resolved legal issue in Oregon re-
lated to his one and only DUI. He 
was held in the Niagara County 
Jail in Lockport while they deter-
mined if Oregon wanted to extra-
dite him.

“I got held for like 20 days in 
Niagara County Jail,” Brock said. 
“My old attorney hadn’t done 
anything, and they could hold me 
for up to 30 days; but eventually I 
hired another attorney, and they 
got me out.”

In spite of the experience, 
Brock has no ill will toward the 
area, and this time around, he will 
defi nitely have better sleeping ar-
rangements than he had in 2004. 
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NEEDTOBREATHE takes fans 
‘Into the Mystery’ with new tour

NEEDTOBREATHE
BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor

Whoever fi rst said “silence is 
golden” surely didn’t imagine the 
2020 global pandemic that shut-
tered, well, everything, to some 
degree. 

But a lack of appointments, 
events, days in the offi ce – adult 
clothes, for that matter – did have 
one unexpected and welcome 
benefi t: It forced people to get 
creative.

Whether juggling child care, 
crafting social distance barriers 
or inventing new ways to effi -
ciently deliver product to custom-

ers, we all had to reimagine the 
way we do things.

For South Carolina’s NEEDTO-
BREATHE, silence was a chance 
to create something special.

Speaking before a concert 
Tuesday in Ames, Iowa, key-
boardist and vocalist Josh 
Lovelace recalled a particular pe-
riod of production – what would 
eventually be chronicled in an 
album and documentary titled 
“Into the Mystery.”

“So, we fi nished our record 
‘Out of Body’ – like literally the 
last note of recording for ‘Out of 
Body.’ I can’t remember who got 

the notifi cation, but somebody 
was like, ‘I think this thing called 
COVID is gonna be pretty bad,’ ” 
Lovelace said. “We all went home 
and had no idea when we were 
going see each other again, or 
what the record was gonna do. 

“So, we fi nished the record and 
then, of course, the world kind of 
shut down. And so, we put the re-
cord out kind of in a little bit of a 
void, not knowing what was going 
to happen. … We put it out think-
ing that we might, hopefully, get 
to tour in the fall – and, of course, 
that didn’t happen. … 
SEE NEEDTOBREATHE, on Page 10
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